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conclusion that less obvious interests than those
of pure ideology were concerned in the movement.
Again when it became evident that Franco combined
in himself the qualities of orator and general more
than any other man, he most have commended
himself to such interests for choke as the popular
leader. Franco's own sincerity may be such that he
believes that the people of Spain have given him
his mandate as their supreme representative.
But in the early months of 1936, he was at most
no more than an important unit in the organisation.
The most illuminating account of Franco's
activities before leaving for the Canaries is given
by his biographer, Arraras, who though he wishes
to preserve his hero from any charge of illegal
plotting, yet cannot resist the dramatic quality
of the situation.
"Franco/1 he says, "neither with the idea of
conspiracy nor because of hostility towards the
regime, but having in mind Spain alone, and the
dangers confronting her, decided to hold several
interviews which he considered necessary. He
held one with General Mola and General Varda, to
whom he entrusted the task of maintaining
permanent connections with the generals of those
divisions which deserved full confidence and with
those military elements of the highest responsibility
whom, by reason of their positions of command, it
would be expedient to keep enlightened on the
march of events, so as to be prepared for any